Using text to speech capability is XP.


If you have a PC Running Windows XP you can use a special built in feature to practice listening with your CI. The basic software is part of the Accessibility options included with the operating system, originally designed for those who visually impaired, however I find it very useful to practice with my CI.  Windows XP includes within the Utility Manager – “Narrator” this feature when activated will play back windows commands and various window names etc. There are also options to play back key strokes as you type, (this can be very confusing but interesting). There is an additional program called Microsoft Reader, which has an add-in for text to speech and this will read back eBooks in the Microsoft Reader format. The following are instruction to activate “Narrator” as well as downloading Reader and the text to speech package. To use this software you must have an operating sound card and speakers or headphones of course, so if you can play music CD’s or you get sounds from the internet, and computer games you are all set, if you can’t get sound from Narrator or MS Reader but have sound from other programs you may have to adjust the settings for “Text to Speech” these can be found in the “Control Panel” under the ”Speech” icon.
Narrator.
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Navigator is very simple to activate, simply hold the “Windows” Key and press the letter “U”. The “Utility Manager” window will appear,  (see illustration 1) to activate Narrator simply highlight it in the list and click the “Start” button. The Narrator introduction will appear and read the text of the window. 
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Simply click OK and the Narrator control window will appear You can now select the various options (see illustration 2)  Narrator will now begin to “READ”  commands as you select them and the window titles as you open new programs and documents. 

That’s it for narrator
