Snoopy’s Story
Hi I am Lisa but I go by the name of Snoopy because there are too many Lisa’s here on CIHear. I am the 2nd of 2 children born 40+ years ago during the rubella epidemic. My brother who is 6 years older than I am is hearing. I was raised in a military family here in Rhode Island where I presently live. I am currently employed as a certified medication technician in a nursing home in Providence. It is usually rewarding but challenging. I do have a BA degree in sociology from Rhode Island College. Now sit back and enjoy my somewhat challenging journey back to hearing.

I was born with a severe to profound bilateral sensineural hearing loss due to the maternal rubella.  I started to wear a hearing aid at the age of three inconsistently. I quickly figured out that I was the only one in the family that had to wear this piece of body equipment and wanted no piece of it so I refused to wear it and tried to flush it down the toilet but my mother outwitted me and saved the ha. My parents was determined that I would live the oral approach and decided that I would have speech therapy and so I went to Clarke School and I attended there for 5 years. I attained very good speech and people to this day are astonished that I have the hearing loss that I do have. 
The Journey to CI world began abruptly in January of 2002 when all of sudden I could no longer hear out of my left ear comfortably. Everything was sooo high pitched and sounded like it was muffled or under water. The tympanogram performed by my hearing aid audiologist determined that I was experiencing an infection or something. So I called my PCP and we went down the path of treating an infection. By February of the same year every thing had cleared up but my speech discrimination had gone down to 0% and I could no longer wear the aid comfortably. 2 ENTs kept saying it is the hearing aid not the ear. My audiologist finally said in April why don’t we look into Cochlear implants after the 2nd ENT told me that I wont be ready for one for at least 5 years and I had told her that comment. It was that comment that spurred her to called the CI audiologist here in RI. She saw me about a week later. She told me yes that I was a candidate for the CI in both ears. That shocked me. But she would recommend to the surgeon that he implant the left ear since that was the one that went first. I saw the surgeon about 10 days later in May . I had the CT scan a week later. I was cleared for surgery for a month later. This was how fast the wheels had moved from April 23rd to June 17th (that was the original date). But on June 14th on a Friday, I got a phone call at work saying that Surgery was cancelled due to a problem. My parents came down anyway, and called the secretary on Monday to find out what the problem was. The surgeon made her reschedule the surgery to the following Monday as a standby. I got my CI that day!!!! I got turned on July 17th. My brother kindly videotaped the event. Oh my gosh. I wanted to rip the magnet right off. The white noise was horrendous. But thanks to the patience of my CI audiologist, we found the right map and I was able to hear some thing other than white noise after about 45 minutes. Whew. Fast forward to December of 2002; I was sitting in my surgeon’s office for my six month post op checkup when he asked me if I wanted to go bilateral. I said what. Uh. He said that he thought I would be an excellent candidate for bilateral CIs and that he didn’t do both at the same time or otherwise he would have done them then. I said well could I think about it and let me see how my scores are at the six month eval which was the following month. He said sure and said that the scores were important for the insurance purposes anyways. So After the six month evaluation, I found out that my right ear speech discrimination had dropped to 0%. That had made my mind up since I wanted to stay bilateral for work purposes since I worked in a noisy nursing home . So I called my surgeon back to make an appt for consultation. The insurance approved this one in a day and a half. And the surgery was set up for April 21st.

When I woke up in Recovery, I was groggy from anesthesia still. My surgeon came and said that he had some good news and bad news for me. The good news was that he got full insertion of the array. I said yeah so what was the bad news. Remember I don’t have the other CI on . I am just relying on lipreading. He said well, the implant broke and we had to put in a new one in. I said Oh. How did it break. He said I don’t know. I didn’t get the full story and didn’t get it until I got the operative report. 
Recuperative took a bit longer since I got an ear infection. But other wise no other problems.

Hookup was on May 15th with no audience but just me and my CI audiologist. The reason I did this was because of the first implant hookup and I didn’t want a repeat. Wow, this hook up was totally different night and day.  I heard voices right off the bat and I told my audie she was Donald Duck. She said I told you not to say that. I apologized but that is what she sounded like. Helium filled.

The first 3 months was a dream being bilateral. I could localize sounds and I was in heaven as sound was stereo. Now you are saying here wait a minute a dream? Yes, I started having problems in August of 2003 with shocks and pain only on the right side and with both the processor on and off. I knew there was a problem. I reported this immediately to the audiologist. She called the surgeon’s office. I saw him at the end of the month. He did order the intergrity testing by the manufacturer. But basically he told me to weather the storm as he said there was nothing wrong with the implant. The rep ordered the xrays which was negative. The testing was negative except for one grounding electrode which was on the high side of normal. That was shut down. The pain and shocks continued. I saw the surgeon in December of 2003. He said that basically nothing was wrong and it was a mapping issue. Just weather the storm. That was the last I saw of this surgeon. A very good friend told me to seek a 2nd opinion. I did in January of 2004. He knew what the problem was right away. I also saw his audiologist for a mapping session to make sure that it was not a mapping issue. It was not. Surgery was scheduled for April 14th of 2004. 51 weeks to the day of the original. I have not had any problems since. I am enjoying my life to the fullest now.
