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Chad was born a healthy baby boy in spring 1999 (Oregon did not begin mandatory infant hearing screening until summer of 1999).  He soon developed problems with his bowels which was later diagnosed as Hirshsprung’s disease (some of the nerves in the lower intestines don’t fully develop and this caused extreme constipation).  He had surgery to correct this problem at 6 months.  After that, it was several months (and several trips to the emergency room) before Chad was on a regular eating schedule, so he was small for his age.  We never thought that his lack of speech development had anything to do with hearing loss until his 18 month check up and the Doctor asked if he was speaking any words yet.  
 
We became concerned and had Chad’s hearing tested.  He was put into a sound booth with speakers and a toy bear that lit up.  He fooled the Audiologist and us by responding to the lights when we thought he was responding to the sound.  We were still concerned so we had him tested again.  This time the audiologist couldn’t tell if he was responding.  So we had him sedated at a local children’s hospital for an ABR test.  During the test the ABR equipment broke.  So we frantically called the Audiologist who rushed over with portable ABR equipment.  He was able to test Chad’s right ear before he woke up from the sedation.  Chad had severe hearing loss in his right ear and it was assumed the same in his left ear.  
 
Chad received his first pair of hearing aids on his 2nd birthday.  The Audiologist fitted his mold and put the hearing aid in his ear.   He screamed and cried while Dad walked him around the building for an hour holding his hands so he couldn’t pull them out.  After this breaking in period, Chad wore his aids all the time (with some encouragement from Mom and Dad).  Several months later Chad turned in his loner analog hearing aids for digital hearing aids.  Chad began preschool at the local public school in the fall of 2002.  He loved school but was not progressing very well with his speech or hearing.  We decided to try another ABR because we couldn’t think of anything else to do.  This time the equipment worked.  Chad had severe hearing loss in his right ear and profound hearing loss in his left ear.  In the spring of 2001, Chad was fitted with super-power hearing aids to maximize amplification.  He went to the Tucker-Maxon Oral School for summer school that year and was progressing a little better.  
 
We kept Chad at Tucker Maxon for the fall (Tucker Maxon is a private school for deaf and HOH children that teaches children to communicate orally, previously we had taken sign language classes and Chad had picked up sign).  Chad had some great teachers and he was doing well, but we wondered what else could we do?  We looked into cochlear implants.  We decided Chad needed to get one and he was implanted in February 2003 with a Nucleus 24 on his right side.  During surgery Chad had a gusher where some the ear’s internal fluid was mixing differently than a normal ear and squirted out.  So surgery took a little longer but was otherwise successful.  He recuperated and was back to school four days later.
 
At Chad’s turn on day, he didn’t react too much and all of the electrodes were working but the last two.  Our only indication of the work of the implant was that Chad was so tired after turn on that he fell asleep in his class (turn on was at the school’s audiologist’s office).  He made great progress and was keeping up school (that is, he was two years behind in speech and language and made some progress but was still about that much behind as school progressed).  
 
In the fall of 2003, Chad went into the hospital for ear tubes and the ENT looked into Chad’s ear and saw the electrode sticking out through the ear drum!  Chad immediately went back into surgery, was opened back up and repaired.  Throughout this time the implant worked and we were able to talk to Chad.  As a result of the surgery 
 
We decided also to look into genetics as an answer for Chad’s hearing loss (none in his family history).  Chad was diagnosed with Waardenburg’s Type IV.  Which includes Hirshsprung’s disease, hearing loss, certain facial features, white forelock (Chad doesn’t have), and other symptoms.  
 
Chad and family traveled to the John Tracy Clinic in Los Angeles in the summer of 2004 and Cochlear Implant Camp in Colorado in the summer of 2005.  Both of these were great experiences for Chad and his little brother (Jacob, 2 years younger, hearing), and I would highly recommend them to anybody with hearing loss.  We hope to get back to CI Camp in the future.  
 
At Cochlear Implant Camp there was a discussion of bilateral implants.  Up until this time we were saving Chad’s better ear for the future and he always wore his hearing aid in that ear for stimulation.  After some research and a complete turn around by Chad’s surgeon, we decided to get a second implant for Chad.  He was implanted with the Freedom in January of 2006 and turned on in February.  Since that time, his response has been amazing.  His second implant ear has made the same progress as the first implant ear made in two years in just three months time.  Chad is getting ready to graduate first grade and his school test scores show he has completely caught up in all subjects (while he still has to make progress in speech and language, he is able to academically pass all of the standardized tests that are given to hearing children in the public school system).  
 
Chad also plays Tee-ball, soccer and will begin basketball this fall.
